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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Daniel Walden begins “Gender, Sex, and Other Nonsense” by asserting that the Church has lost its ability to speak credibly and pro-
ductively about sex and gender. Do you agree? What is the Church saying (or not saying) about sex and gender—and what should it 
be saying instead?

2. Walden argues that Christians must listen in love to the stories transgender people tell about themselves—especially because to 
“impose a foreign life story onto an icon of God is to read another person through the eyes of our sin.” In what concrete ways can the 
Church listen more compassionately to transgender narratives? How might doing so encourage us to see gender “not as a template 
but as a mystery”? 

3. “My actions are me: whatever the range of gender-signifying actions is, my performance of them exactly is my gender,” writes Paul 
J. Griffiths in “Gender & Identity.” By this logic, Griffiths argues, there’s no definite “gender identity” that can be discovered through 
introspection. Walden responds that speaking to others about our gender is itself an action—and a morally significant one. How are 
the two authors’ accounts of what constitutes gender different? Which do you find more compelling?

4. “Gender freedom,” Griffiths writes, is “queering identities, improvising on scripts, lipsticking mustached lips, dissolving the rigidities of 
local gender orthodoxies, hard and ungiving and violent as they often are, into the blood of Christ.” Does this assertion have something 
in common with Walden’s idea that all understandings of gender are defective because they were “formed in a fallen world”?

5. Both Walden and Griffiths agree that gender expression can be compared to  prayer. How so? Have you ever thought about gender 
expression in this way before?
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